NCVYs

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR
VOLUNTARY YOUTH SERVICES

Face-To-Face and Side-By-Side: A Framework for Inter
Faith Dialogue and Social Action

A response from the National Council for Voluntary Youth
Services (NCVYS)

March 2008

Introduction

1. The National Council for Voluntary Youth Services (NCVYS) is the
independent voice of the voluntary youth sector in England. A diverse
network of over 170 national voluntary youth organisations and regional and
local youth networks, NCVYS has been working since 1936 to raise the
profile of youth work, share good practice and influence policy that has an
impact on young people and the organisations that support them.

2. The NCVYS network reflects the diverse range of voluntary organisations
working with young people at community, local, regional and national level.
Most of our members offer opportunities to engage in challenging activities
or develop creative talents. They also support young people to become active
in their communities and offer opportunities for their voice to be heard.
Some offer interventions to prevent or tackle specific issues such as
homelessness or offending behaviour. Others offer counselling, advice,
guidance and information. All contribute to young people’s personal and
social development; some also engage with spiritual development.

3. Many of NCVYS' member organisations are faith organisations or have their
roots in religious organisations and are inspired by faith. Still others work to
engage young people in spiritual development and have done much to
promote interfaith and intercommunity dialogue, thereby contributing to
community cohesion. In addition, many NCVYS members are not based
within a particular faith community but still work closely with young people
from a multitude of backgrounds.

4. For more information on any element of this paper, please contact NCVYS’s
information officer, llona Pinter on 020 7278 1041.



Consulting with members

5.

For the purpose of the ‘Face-to-Face and Side-by-Side’ framework, NCVYS
organised a consultation and networking event with its members as part of
the community of interest on faith-based youth work. The consultation event
included a presentation by the Faith Communities Engagement Team,
Communities and Local Government (CLG) followed by facilitated discussion
groups on questions raised within the framework as they relate to young
people.

The event was attended by 20 delegates from the NCVYS members as well
as colleagues from non-member organisations with an interest in faith-based
voluntary youth work.

Community of interest for faith-based youth work

The aim of NCVYS’ community of interest is to provide a space, virtual and
concrete, which enables staff and volunteers of NCVYS member
organisations to discuss issues of common interest around faith-based or
faith-inspired youth work, and to share and develop good practice in working
with young people of different faith backgrounds. The community provides a
forum for ongoing consultation and engagement of members on relevant
policy developments around faiths, and a forum where members from
different faith backgrounds can explore joint or collaborative working
opportunities, including interfaith work with young people, and coordinate
events around this area of work. It is itself a kind of interfaith forum although
its main focus is on working more effectively with young people.




General Comments

7.

10.

11.

NCVYS is encouraged by the Government's effort to create a framework
around interfaith dialogue and social action, and commends the attempt to
develop a strategy around this area of work.

Although only section 5 specifically dealt with young people, it was felt that
the range of issues raised in the framework (around structures, learning,
space, etc.) is applicable to young people as well. Young people are very
much involved in interfaith work within the voluntary sector and are often
more socially equipped and prepared to interact with young people from
different backgrounds than their own. During the consultation process
members considered all the questions as they apply to the young people they
work with in the voluntary youth sector.

If the Government is to seriously consider barriers that young people face
when engaging in interfaith work, it needs to make specific efforts in seeking
young people’s views to this question and enabling young people to respond
on the issues that concern them. For example by setting up consultative
events with young people themselves or by producing young people friendly
consultation documents, which clearly explain the framework and the
questions. At the NCVYS consultation event delegates were told that no such
document was available and that no consultation event was planned with
young people’s attendance.

Often voluntary youth organisations are very progressive in including young
people at every level of their work and consulting with the young people they
work with to gather their views on relevant issues.

ENVOY

NCVYS’ young people’s forum Enthusiastic National Voice of Youth (ENVOY)
brings together a diverse group of young people from differing cultural and
faith communities around England, or other similar voluntary youth
organisations that already work closely with young people and can enable a
space for consultation. ENVOY members are involved in NCVYS’ work, acting
as an advisory group to inform consultation responses and also lead on a
number of projects such as the Young Partners Award and ENVOY
residentials.

The strategy is very much focused on being inclusive of those from all faith

backgrounds as well as those from non-|| GG




