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Introduction

1.

The National Council for Voluntary Youth Services (NCVYS) is the independent voice
of the voluntary youth sector in England. A diverse network of over 170 national
voluntary youth organisations and regional and local youth networks, NCVYS has
been working since 1936 to raise the profile of youth work, share good practice and
influence policy that has an impact on young people and the organisations that
support them.

The NCVYS network reflects the diverse range of voluntary organisations working
with young people at community, local, regional and national level. Most of our
members offer opportunities to engage in challenging activities or develop creative
talents. They also support young people to become active in their communities and
offer opportunities for their voice to be heard. Some offer interventions to prevent or
tackle specific issues such as homelessness or offending behaviour. Others offer
counselling, advice, guidance and information. All contribute to young people’s
personal and social development; some also engage with spiritual development.

NCVYS welcomes the opportunity to provide evidence on effective youth sector
support arrangements. Given our particular role and expertise, our submission
focuses on youth sector support as provided and experienced by the voluntary and
community youth sector (VCYS). This is commonly referred to as voluntary sector
infrastructure and much of the evidence presented reflects the work that has been
undertaken in this field.

For more information on any element of this paper, please contact NCVYS’s Policy
Officer, Hannah Dobbin on 020 7278 1041.



Methodology

5. NCVYS has written this response following an event attended by representatives of
Black and Minority Ethnic (BME) voluntary and community youth organisations
(VCYOs) who are either NCVYS members or allied organisations. The event included
a focussed discussion on the Department for Children, Schools and Families’ (DCSF)
Call for Evidence - Youth Sector Support Arrangements.

6. The event was mainly attended by representatives of the African and African-
Caribbean community. A full list of participants is given in Appendix A.

7. The views in the first section of the response represent those of the participants at
the event. NCVYS has added its comments in the second part.

Recommendations summary

Recommendation 1
Youth sector support arrangements must be accessible to, and engage with, BME voluntary
and community youth organisations.

Recommendation 2

The NCVYS principles of youth sector support (Appendix B) should underpin any youth
sector support structure. The mainstreaming of diversity can be included in the
implementation of each principle.

Recommendation 3

NCVYS has appointed a Diversity Officer to mainstream diversity within the organisation and
its membership. Government should build on this as an example of good practice and work
with NCVYS to inform future developments in youth sector support arrangements.

Views of BME voluntary and community youth organisations
(vcyos

Infrastructure support

8. BME VCYOs currently feel that there is a lack of infrastructure and support
organisations for them, both at a national and local level. BME VCYOs recognise the
specialist support that voluntary and community youth sector (VCYS) infrastructure
can offer and, although recognising that cross-sector working is important, want the
independence of VCYS support organisations to be maintained.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The independent voice of voluntary and community youth sector (VCYS)
infrastructure organisations is one of the main features that attracts and maintains
their membership'. At national level this may be through organisations like NCVYS,
or at local level through a Council for Voluntary Youth Services (CVYS). BME VCYOs
need greater representation at all levels to ensure that policies and implementation
plans take into consideration BME young people. In particular local strategic
partnerships should ensure that BME VCYOs are able to get their voice heard and
influence policy development in their area.

Communication between BME VCYOs and local and central government needs to be
improved so that BME VCYOs are aware of policy developments and consultations.
Infrastructure organisations can provide this communication link and translate
government policy into a language that is understood by those working directly with
young people. Infrastructure can also facilitate a bottom-up flow of information to
ensure that those delivering front-line services are able to feedback directly to
government.

BME VCYOs want support in capacity building and training by people who
understand the communities and environments that they work in. Infrastructure has a
key role to play in providing this type of support and needs to ensure that it effectively
fulfils the needs of its members and network organisations.

BME VCYOs want better access to the political system and recognise the need to
create effective links between politics and action. The role of infrastructure in this is
crucial to provide the knowledge, support and capacity building necessary to enable
BME VCYOs to feel empowered to engage with the political system.

Some BME VCYOs expressed the need to go to a ‘one-stop shop’ for their support
needs. Infrastructure organisations are ideally placed to fulfil this need and therefore
need to promote their work and engage with BME VCYOs.

Faith organisations often interlink with BME VCYOs and it is important that these
organisations are effectively supported and engaged with. Infrastructure needs to be




